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INSIDE:
Adding Curb Appeal With 
Architectural Details 
From simple hardware to gable 
roofs, many ways can spruce up 
your home’s exterior.

Storage Shed To  
Happy Hideaway;  
Make More of Your Shed 
With a few updates, the backyard 
shed evolves from just a storage 
solution to a new retreat for rest 
and relaxation. 
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What’s New with Real Estate?
June – Father’s Day and graduations. You likely 
know someone who just graduated from high 
school or college. Significant transitions in life, 
and an excellent opportunity to introduce how 
real estate connects with those life events. I’m 
often in conversations with clients regarding 
down payments for their first home. The 
question is frequently “how do I save up for 
my down payment?” If that person is renting, 
it’s difficult to also save for a down payment. 
Therefore getting proactive as a prospective 
buyer, or as the parent/grandparent of a 
prospective buyer, could provide an amazing 
and very welcome financial boost.  

There are several ways this can be accomplished. 
Several clients have purchased an investment 
property when their child or grandchild is born. 
Contemplate 18-20 years of rental income 
(perhaps used to pay down the mortgage or even 
pay it off in full) and appreciation. That equity 
can be cashed out to pay for college tuition, or 
the rental income can simply be used for college 
expenses as well.  

The previous suggestion is extraordinary 
planning for very young children.  If you want 
to help an older child, you may consider annual 
deposits into a dedicated savings account for 
the future homeowner. Do you know about the 
annual gift tax exclusion? This exclusion is the 
amount of money that one person may transfer 
to another as a gift without incurring a gift tax 
($15,000 per person in 2019). Yet a third option 
would be to leverage equity in your current 
property, either through an equity line of credit 
or through selling and cashing out some equity 
for your future home, with residual equity 
to assist a loved-one with a down payment. 
Homeownership is a foundation of financial 
strength.  Feel free to give me a call to discuss 
these and other ideas with wealth and real estate.

 



Structural Changes  Whether your shed will have electricity or not, natural light is 
always refreshing in a smaller room, giving the illusion of more space and relieving 
claustrophobia. Adding a few windows or a skylight could be exactly what your 
shed needs to brighten up the space—literally and figuratively.

Adding dormers or a porch gives you more space. And the unexpected, appealing 
design features make it a more inviting space to be in.

Lighting  Bringing electricity into your shed will turn it into a comfy retreat instead 
of a storage building. An overhead light fixture in your style or a few lamps will 
create an ambiance of relaxation. Outlets allow access to anything from mini 
refrigerators to television sets.

Use either traditional methods of providing electricity to your shed, or look into 
solar power to light up your hideaway. Take advantage of sunny days without 
adding to your electric bill.

Creating More Space  If you want a backyard he/she shed, but can’t afford to 
lose storage space, consider adding a loft into a shed that has a higher headspace. 

Personal Touches  Creative touches merge your shed into your property’s 
overall style scheme instead of tucking it to the side. Use a fun paint color for 
walls or trim. The type of siding or roofing, even weather vanes, give your 
shed a unique personality that becomes the centerpiece of your yard. 

For more information, and other ideas for customizing your shed, visit:
low.es/2EbUiGf 
familyhandyman.com/sheds/24-tips-for-turning-a-shed-into-a-tiny-hideaway

MAKE MORE OF YOUR SHED

ARCHITECTURAL 
DETAILS

Adding Curb Appeal With

thebloughs.net/garden-shed-and-other-stuff

familyhandyman.com/smart-homeowner/ 
add-solar-power-to-your-shed

bhg.com/home-improvement/outdoor/shed-playhouse

familyhandyman.com/garden-structures/screen-house-plans

instagram.com/salvagedesigncenter

Change Your Roofline  
Although it’s not a simple project, adding a gable to the front of 
your home can really change its appearance. Quite simply, gables 
are described as a triangular wall formed by a sloping roof. Whether 
front-, side- or cross-gabled, a gable roof can be designed to add depth 
to your home’s existing style. Gables, even the false type, take time 
and effort to install yet they can really add spark to your house.

Easy Does It  
Items like an attractive hose holder, door knocker, doorknob, or  
even new house numbers can really freshen up the look of your house. 
These are all simple, inexpensive projects that you can finish quickly.

Rain chains are another simple addition that appeal both visually  
and audibly. Even if you decide to forego the soothing sound of a  
rain chain, you can still add interest with a clever DIY downspout. 
Who says functional has to be boring?

While some projects are fairly easy, they will take more time and 
effort on your part. These include painting window trim, installing 
shutters, planting window boxes or hanging a porch swing. These 
larger projects can really add to your home’s curb appeal!

Adding Architectural Salvage  
Choosing items from an architectural salvage yard lets you get the kind 
of quality and detail that’s rare today. It also lets you save money while 
keeping these old treasures out of the landfill. Things like decorative 
corbels or even a door can make a major statement. Just be aware that 
old doors don’t always fit modern doorways. Always measure twice and 
be prepared to reframe your doorway, if needed. 

Is the outside of your house looking a little...blah? If so, it might be time to 
add architectural interest to your home’s exterior. Striking details can take 
the exterior of your home from bland and boring to wow.

Although some renovations involve a lot of time and effort, a number of 
small changes take relatively little work. What counts is the huge visual 
impact you can make with major or minor improvements.

Use one or all of these ideas to turn your outdoor storage into the retreat 
of your dreams. From lighting options to striking accent pieces, focus on 

creating a one-of-a-kind shed that reflects your style and interests. 

allplans.com/plans/types/houseplans
ALP-0370

younghouselove.com/lets-take-it-outside

Storage Shed to 
Happy Hideaway;


