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Unique Fences 
Inspiring ideas for ingenious 
fencing that goes beyond the 
usual pickets and wood planks.

Backyard Privacy: 
Escape to Your  
Private Refuge 
Creative ways to turn your  
yard into a calming oasis.
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What’s New with Real Estate?
You may have found yourself wondering, or 
been in a conversation where the question was 
raised, “why should I use a real estate agent 
to buy/sell my home?” Real estate agents are 
often managing the complexities involved in 
buying or selling your most significant financial 
asset. An experienced full-time real estate 
professional will represent you—as a buyer or 
seller—by being well-educated and experienced 
in laws, negotiations, disclosures, contracts, 
inspections, appraisals, and appropriate pricing. 
And for Sellers there’s the added factor of 
managing the staging and marketing of your 
home, as well as the multiple showings of your 
home. Talented real estate professionals know 
the market conditions that support the price of 
the home, and the subtleties of the contract and 
sale process.  
In any skilled profession, there are levels of 
competence/ability. There is a bottom tier 
that is either self-interested or simply not 

very capable. There is a large middle tier 
that is generally adequate. Finally, there is 
a select group in the upper echelon that are 
exceptional. For example, this is true (to 
varying degrees) for mechanics, doctors, 
financial advisors, electricians, and yes, real 
estate agents. We’d estimate that the top tier 
group in real estate is approximately 10–15% 
of all agents.  
We believe you deserve to be represented by a 
top tier agent, so we work hard to provide top 
tier service. If you are represented by a top tier 
agent, you will find that you never ask yourself 
the question “why should I use a real estate 
agent to buy/sell my home?”
If you (or someone you care about) have any 
real estate needs or questions please reach out 
to us. We look forward to hearing from you. 

 



FENCES
Unique

Add some pizzaz to your private outdoor space!  
Here are fencing ideas that bump up your yard appeal.

Salvaged Materials  Why have a generic fence from the 
big box store when you can create something that matches 
the personality of your home—and you? 
Shipping pallets, old doors, weathered barn wood, or tin 
ceiling tiles are all easy places to start. Or, become more 
creative and build fencing from recycled materials that 
reflect your favorite hobby: old skis, surfboards and  
even wheels! 
Consider the general style of your home and property when 
choosing a repurposed fence material, as well as your skill level 
when deciding to build a DIY fence from salvaged materials. 

Room to Grow  Many landscaping plants are climbers and are often grown near a fence to 
add visual appeal as they spread out across it. Try constructing your new fence completely 
or partially out of lattice or trellis panels, giving your ivy or clematis a perfect spot to 
grow. Or, if your fence has a flat top, add flower boxes—referred to as rail planters—to 
add more color and texture.
Keep in mind that if you live in a cold climate, you’ll 
lose privacy when plants die back in winter.

Rock Solid Concrete fencing. Surprised? It’s a versatile, 
attractive, and of course durable option. It comes in the 
form of precast panels or customized panels poured on 
site. Combine it with other materials such as metal or 
wood for your own aesthetic. Concrete requires less 
maintenance and provides unmatched privacy. 
 Another unique option is a gabion fence—a fence 
made of mesh panels filled with rocks. These fences 
are relatively simple for a handy homeowner to build 
themselves and can provide a visually appealing fence. 
Sections of gabion fence can be combined with other 
fence materials for a modern look.

Create a Lattice Screen  A screen made up of lattice panels 
obscures the view without blocking that cool summer breeze. For 
even more privacy, add plants to the screen. You can hang potted 
plants from the screen itself or plant climbing vines and let them 
clamber up the outside. bit.ly/2IZoeKJ

Create an Outdoor Room  What do you get when you combine 
old doors, planter boxes (tiled or not), and hanging planters? A 
lovely outdoor ‘room’ that will completely block your neighbors’ 
view of your patio! bit.ly/2SPLRVJ

Add Colorful Curtains  Free-standing outdoor curtains create a 
tranquil, secluded oasis in a busy neighborhood. Just make sure 
you anchor them firmly so the wind doesn’t blow them away.  
Pick colors and textures that make you feel good! bit.ly/2ELijTW

Grow a Vertical Garden  Who says gardens need to be spread 
out horizontally? A vertical garden lets you enjoy your plants 
even more when they’re blocking a nosy neighbor’s view! 
foxyoxie.com/most-amazing-living-wall-and-vertical-garden-ideas

Block that Unwanted Noise  Creating privacy in your yard isn’t 
just a matter of blocking the view. Noise is often just as annoying 
and can ruin your quest for outdoor peace. Water to the rescue! A 
simple fountain can be enough—the sound of water bubbling and 
splashing is not only relaxing on its own, but it can help drown 
out those obtrusive neighborhood noises. If you need to kick it up 
a notch, a water wall gives you both a visual screen and plenty of 
soothing background sound.  
interiorfrugalista.com/2014/08/diy-patio-water-wall.html

goodshomedesign.com/special-bottle-fence

tapeciarnia.pl

future-outdoors.com

nehomemag.com

woohome.com

recyclart.org

You can have it all! Combine several inviting solutions for multiple layers of privacy.  
Adding one or more of these ideas to a fenced, well-landscaped yard gives you that private oasis you’re craving!

Do you feel like you’re on display every time you step foot into your backyard? Does your over-the-fence view leave something  
to be desired? An old proverb says “Good fences make good neighbors,” yet more creative options exist to help regain your privacy  
and create a soothing oasis.

BACKYARD PRIVACY
Escape to Your Private Refuge 
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