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INSIDE:
Colorado’s Very Own 
North Pole 
Visit the North Pole and 
Santa’s Workshop for rides, 
shows, arcade games and to 
meet Santa and his helpers.

The Art of  
Perfect Pie Crusts 
Frame the delicious interior of 
your pie with an equally enticing 
exterior—a creative crust!

Colorado Safari Properties, LLC
526 Briggs Street, Suite C 
Erie, CO 80516

Thank you — always — for supporting us and  
our business. Your referrals mean the world to us.

Natalie Quaratino 
Managing Broker 720.633.4223

Raechel Taylor 
Broker Associate 720.518.7100

Colorado Safari Properties

What’s New with Real Estate?
November numbers are in, and here’s what we’re showing: 
Total sales are overall increased from last month by 19% 
even after showing a decline of sales in Arapahoe Ridge 
and attached units in Grandview and Erie Commons, 
which tells us that the market is still moving. Are we 
gearing up for an upswing into the New Year?

We’re seeing a general increase in appreciation rates 
and some of the depreciation rates are starting to make 
their way up as well, which means that although we’re 
nowhere near the peaks of the spring buying season, 
houses are selling at higher price points than last month. 
With a general dip in the percent of sale price over list 
price, the market shows us that although we’re seeing a 

slight uptick in prices, sellers are “feeling the market” 
and having trouble pricing their homes according to 
market absorption.

Whether you’re wanting expert advice about when or 
where you should look for your next home, or what a 
market-driven price to sell your home is, we have you 
covered. If you’re looking for the market value of your 
home, you can count on an evidence-based market 
analysis that comes only from “on the field” experience 
from your true hyperlocal real estate specialists at 
Colorado Safari Properties. Call, email, or stop in today 
for your own personalized hyperlocal profile.

Neighborhood Vista Ridge 
Detached

Vista Ridge 
Attached

Grandview 
Detached

Grandview 
Attached

Erie 
Commons 
Detached

Erie 
Commons 
Attached

Canyon 
Creek

Arapahoe 
Ridge

Total Sales 11 
(110%)

6 
(600%)

1 
(no change)

0 
(100%)

4 
(no change)

0 
(100%)

3 
(300%)

0 
(300%)

Turnover Rate 4.65%
(.44%)

1.08%
(.16%)

2.14%
(2.14%)

2.38%
(1.42%)

4.42%
(.64%)

.26%
(.13%)

1.91%
(.98%)

4.31%
(1%)

Avg. Sale Price $584,420
(14.3%)

$274,167
(49%)

$451,000
(7.4%) N/A $513,125

(2.5%) N/A $533,000
(40.4%) N/A

Avg. Days  
on Market

75
(38.9%)

39
(1200%)

35
(38.6%)

27
(44.9%)

37
(5.1%) N/A 38

(533%)
59

(90.3%)

Appreciation/ 
Depreciation Rate

8.73%
(7.12%)

-48.99%
(146%)

7.38%
(7.62%) N/A -2.51%

(2.11%) N/A 40.35%
(52.5%) N/A

Absorption Rate* 39.3%
(6%)

150%
(50%) N/A N/A 40%

(59.8%) N/A 75%
(25%) N/A

% Sale Price  
of List Price

99.1%
(.6%)

98.8%
(1.2%)

100%
(no change) N/A 99.5%

(.3%) N/A 98.9%
(1.1%) N/A

Source: REColorado/Matrix, IRES, 10/15/18 - 11/15/18 as compared to prior month. 
*Absorption Rate = Sales/Available Inventory



A Park Full of Toys for Everyone to Enjoy  
There are 25 amusement rides at the North Pole. Some are family rides that require an 
adult (16 or older) be present and others are kiddie rides with height restrictions. The 
Kiddie Wheel is a small, enclosed ferris 
wheel for kids only. Those 32” tall 
and above can jump on a rocket ride, a 
pony cart or the Tubs of Fun (a smaller 
version of the teacup carnival ride).
Family rides—ones where kids 32” to 
48” must ride with an adult—include 
the Space Shuttle, Tilt-a-Whirl and 
Paratrooper. The Giant Wheel, a 60- 
foot high ferris wheel, requires an 
adult in every car.

A Mountain of Entertainment 
When you need a break from the rides, 
the North Pole offers daily entertainment, 
including magic shows, an Elmer the Elf 
show and an authentic glass blower. Shows 
are announced 10 minutes before starting 
time. There’s also an arcade if you like the 
challenge of skeeball, shooting galleries 
and more!

And finally, visit Santa’s House to meet the 
big guy himself--he’s at the park daily. A 
variety of photo packages are available for 
purchase to capture your memories. 

Find out more about the North Pole.  
Visit northpolecolorado.com  
or call (719) 684-9432.  
And enjoy a happy holiday!

NORTH POLE
Colorado’s Very Own 

Looking for family activities during winter break? Wouldn’t it be great to  
take the kids to see Santa’s Workshop at the North Pole?

Don’t worry! You don’t have to travel to the arctic. It’s actually located just  
10 miles west of Colorado Springs and has been entertaining kids and 
families since 1956.

Cold weather is upon us and that means just one thing — pies! Yes, those deliciously fruity, creamy, 
or nutty fillings encased in a flaky crust. Pies are the perfect dessert to end any cold-weather meal. The 
filling gets most of the attention but an attractive crust entices guests to sample what’s inside. Try 
these options to make your next pie look as good on the outside as it tastes on the inside.

Tips for the Best Looking Crust
You can use your favorite recipe or a good quality crust from 
the store. If you use a store-bought crust, gently remove the 
thawed crust from the pan and flatten it. Remember, the secret 
to a tender, flaky crust is to keep it very cold and handle it as 
little as possible. 
Beat together an egg yolk and 1 tsp. water. Use this to glue 
cutouts, braids, etc. in place. Brush the top of your unbaked 
pie with the same mixture for a glossy crust. Always cover 
the edges of your pie with a foil shield to keep it from getting 
too brown. Remove it for the last 5 - 10 minutes of baking so 
the edge can brown. A baking sheet under the pie will catch 
any messy drips during baking, and also lets you remove the 
pie from the oven without damaging that lovely crust you 
worked so hard to create!

Braided Roll an 8” x 10” 
rectangle and cut it into 1/4” 
strips that are 10” long. Gently 
braid three strips at a time, brush 
the edge of the bottom crust 
with water, and lightly press 
your braids in place end to end.

Shingled Use overlapping 
layers of cutouts to form the top 
crust like the Cranberry Pear 
Pie from Savoring Spoon. 

Spiral Starting at the center of 
the pie, long strips of pie dough 
are gently twisted and laid out 
in a spiral pattern.  Add more 
strips as needed for a stunning 
presentation.

Stenciled Create elaborate 
designs using food-safe stencils 
and either powdered food 
colors or cinnamon sugar. 

Lattice This is a classic 
crust for many fruit pies. Cut 
strips of dough, then lay half 
of them evenly spaced across your 
pie, from top to bottom. Now start 
an over-under weave with the other strips 
going across the pie. Press the ends in place and 
add cutout embellishments as desired.

Cookie Cutter Use small shapes 
that coordinate with the filling, the 
season, or the special occasion. 
Layer the cut shapes around the 
edge of the pie. You can also bake 
them separately to place on the 
finished pie to keep bubbling juices 
from moving or staining them 
during baking.

A North Pole  
in Southern Colorado?  
In 1955, a 25 acre Santa’s Workshop 
was planned to be built on the slopes 
of Pikes Peak, identical to the one built 
in Lake Placid, New York designed by 
Arto Monaco, a former Walt Disney 
artist. Within the year, a village of 12 
alpine buildings was constructed and 
the workshop was opened. Since then, 
Santa’s Workshop has expanded, but 
retains the same pure enjoyment of 
Christmas that it opened with.

The North Pole lies at the foot of 
Pikes Peak in Cascade at an elevation 
of 7,500 feet, and there’s a real ice 
pole there that never melts. It’s open 
year-round Thursday through Monday, 
weather permitting, from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m...except for December 24, when 
it closes at 4 p.m. so Santa can get his 
sleigh loaded up for deliveries. After 
closing for Christmas Eve, the North 
Pole remains closed until January to 
give Santa a well-deserved rest.

facebook.com/SantasWorkshop

savoringspoon.com

designerstencils.com

recipetips.com

tasteofhome.com

tasteofhome.com

facebook.com/SantasWorkshop

facebook.com/SantasWorkshop

PERFECTPIE 
CRUST

THE 
ART OF


